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Laser/IR wireless provides high-speed net

for film industry in Central London 
Cablefree Wireless Metropolitan Area ATM Network transmit

high-bandwidth digital video from building to building � without lease
digging up roads 

 
Surrey, 12 April 2000 � Leading manufacturer of Laser/Infra-Red wi

connectivity systems, Cablefree Solutions Limited, has provided a W

Metropolitan Area Laser/IR ATM network for leading film and media i

Internet and Network Service Provider, Sohonet. The network suppor

high-speed transfer of high-definition film, video and audio data betw

various specialist companies involved in motion picture production. 

 

The wireless installations utilise Cablefree�s 622 Laser/IR systems, c

for 155Mbps ATM transport, linking three key Sohonet clients across

growing Sohonet �Metropolitan Area Network� in central London. Set 

500m apart in this application, the laser heads form an integral part o

Sohonet�s own distributed network for the media industry and transm

from one laser to another in line-of-sight (LOS) across roof-tops, with

potential to transmit at data rates from 2 to 622Mbps. 

 

Managing Director at Sohonet, Gareth Wredden, said, �One of the gr

benefits of Cablefree�s system is that the equipment can be installed 

much faster than an equivalent landline-based solution. In addition, w

deploy it at any time; our customers benefit from both the flexibility an

cost-effectiveness of this capability. We�ve replaced a number of leas

services because, for our purposes, the Cablefree laser system repre

the best combination of value and performance available.� 

Secure Hig nectivity 
Cablefree 
l ih Performance Wireless Con
work 

s  
d lines or 

reless 

ireless 

ndustry 

ts the 

een the 

onfigured 

 the 

up to 

f 

it data 

 the 

eat 

very 

e can re-

d the 

ed line 

sented 



 

Installed in a matter of hours, without the need for any form of licensing, 

Cablefree�s laser system also offers Sohonet an effective alternative to 

microwave systems. Furthermore, the Cablefree systems allow for simple on-

site upgrades to 622Mbps for future high capacity networking. 

 

The narrow transmission angle of 0.5 degrees offers inherent security for any 

data transmission, improving on radio or microwave systems. Additional data 

encryption is also available to enhance the level of security even further. 

 

�The highest level of security is essential across our network,� added Jon 

Ferguy, Sohonet�s Head of Technology, �and the equipment must be 

effectively fault free. When you�re transmitting production and post-production 

material for high-profile, high-budget motion pictures the security and real-

time availability of the transmission is paramount.� 

 

Cablefree Director, Penny Lee, said, �Being selected by Sohonet highlights 

the fact that our systems can support the most demanding and sophisticated 

requirements. Flexible, lower-cost alternatives to leased lines and microwave, 

our laser solutions are ideal for both temporary and long-term installations 

and, depending on the application, the Cablefree family offers transmission 

over distances ranging from 100 metres to 4,000 metres. 

 

�If you imagine what it would be like if the roads in Soho were dug up to 

provide this service using cable � our rooftop network is definitely a far better 

solution!� concluded Lee. 
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For further information contact: 
Penny Lee 
Director 
Cablefree Solutions 
Cablefree House, St Clare Business 
Park 
Holly Road, Hampton Hill, 
Middlesex  TW12 1PZ 
Tel: +44 (0) 208 941 7975; fax: +44 (0) 
208 873 7229. 
E-mail: penny.lee@cablefree.co.uk 

 
or,  
 
Tim Guest or Terry Cartwright, 
Hill Murray PR 
12-18 Grosvenor Gardens 
London SW1W 0DH 
Tel: +44 171 730 3999; fax: +44 171 
730 0741. 
E-mail: timg@hmrpr.co.uk; 
terryc@hmrpr.co.uk 
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